
Creating A Personal Website 

Using Adobe Dreamweaver 

 
OPTIMIZE PHOTOS FOR THE WEB 

Using Adobe Photoshop 
 

Optimization for the web is the process of compressing images and setting display options for 
optimal use on the Internet. When you put images on the Internet, file size becomes important; 
you want to achieve a file size that is small enough to allow a reasonable download time, but 
large enough to preserve colors and details to your satisfaction. 

Three major graphic file formats are used on the web: GIF, JPEG, and PNG. You can use Adobe® 
Photoshop® to optimize images in these formats using one of the following methods: 

• To precisely optimize an image for use in web authoring applications, such as Adobe® 
Dreamweaver®, you can use the Save For Web command. The Save For Web dialog box 
lets you preview your image in different file formats and with different optimization 
settings. You can also set transparency (PNG-24) and animation (GIF) settings. 

• For basic optimization, you can use the Save As command. Depending on the file 
format, you can specify image quality, background transparency or matting, color 
display, and downloading method. 

 

The SAVE FOR WEB dialog box 

Use the Save For Web dialog box to preview the effects of different optimization options on a 
photo you want to share on the web. The process is simple. Open a photo, and choose File > 
Save For Web. Then choose a format from the File Format menu (GIF, JPEG, PNG-8, or PNG-24) 
and set options as desired. (The file format menu is directly beneath the Preset menu.) This 
saves a copy of your file, without overwriting the original image. 



Page 1 of 5 
 

 
Save For Web dialog box 

A. Toolbox B. Eyedropper color C. Optimization settings and flyout menu for more 
options D. Image Size E. Animation options F. Zoom level menu G. Browser preview 
menu H. Original Image I. Optimized image  

Optimization options appear on the right side of the Save For Web dialog box. In addition to 
selecting a web file format, you can choose compression and color options, preserve 
background transparency, set background matting, and change the size of the image. You can 
use predefined settings (by choosing a format from the Preset menu), or select format-specific 
options to fine-tune the optimization. 

The image windows show your original image (on the left) and a preview of the optimized 
image (on the right). Under each window is optimization information—the current settings, the 
size of the optimized file, and the estimated download time. As you adjust the settings, the 
information under the optimized image changes to reflect your new settings. 

A small toolbox is in the upper-left corner of the dialog box. To view different areas of an 
image, select the Hand tool and drag to bring those areas into view. To zoom in on an image, 
select the Zoom tool and click in a view; then hold down Alt, and click again to zoom out. 
(Alternatively, you can use the Zoom box at the bottom of the dialog box.) To create matte 
colors, use the Eyedropper Color tool. 

 

Optimized file formats for the web 
You can choose between four formats for the web. Use the following guidelines when choosing 
the format for your web image: 
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JPE - In most cases, this is the best format in which to save photographs. 
 

PNG-24 - Like JPEG, this is a good format for photographs. Choose PNG-24 rather than JPEG 
only when your image contains transparency. (JPEG does not support transparency; you must 
fill it with a matte color.) PNG-24 files are often much larger than JPEG files of the same image. 
 

GIF - GIF is the format to use for line art, illustrations with large areas of solid color and crisp 
detail, and text. Also, if you want to export an animated image, you must use GIF. 
 

PNG-8 - PNG-8 is a lesser-known alternative to GIF. Use it for the same purposes (except 
animation). 
 

Images in GIF and PNG-8 formats, sometimes called indexed-color images, can display up to 256 
colors. To convert an image to indexed-color format, Photoshop builds a color lookup table. If a 
color in the original image does not appear in the color lookup table, the application either 
chooses the closest color in the table or simulates the color using a combination of available 
colors. 

JPEG and PNG-24 files support 24-bit color, so they can display up to 16 million colors. 
Depending on the format, you can specify image quality, background transparency or matting, 
color display, and the method a browser should use to display the image while downloading. 

The appearance of an image on the web also depends on the colors displayed by the computer 
platform, operating system, monitor, and browser. You may want to preview images in 
different browsers and on different platforms to see how they will appear on the web. 

 

Apply a preset optimization setting 
You can quickly and easily optimize an image for the web by choosing a predefined optimization 
setting, called a preset, from the Preset menu near the upper-right corner of the Save For Web 
dialog box. Presets are tailored to meet the optimization needs of different types of images. 

The name of each preset reflects its file format and quality level. For example, choose JPEG 
High to optimize an image in JPEG format with high image quality and low compression. Choose 
GIF 32 Dithered to optimize an image in GIF format, reduce the number of colors to 32, and 
apply dithering. 

1. In the Save For Web dialog box, choose a setting name from the Preset menu, and 
then click OK. 

2. In the Save Optimized As dialog box, type a filename and click Save. 
Note: If you change the options in a preset, the Preset menu displays the word 
“[Unnamed]”. You cannot save a custom setting; however, the current settings 
appear in the Save For Web dialog box the next time you display it. 
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Preview an optimized image in a web browser 
You can preview an optimized image in any web browser installed on your system. The browser 
preview displays the image with a caption listing the image’s file type, pixel dimensions, file 
size, compression specifications, and other HTML information. 

1. Open the image you want to preview. 

2. Select File > Save For Web, and apply your optimization settings. 

3. Choose a browser from the Preview In menu in the lower-right corner of the 
optimized image, or click the browser icon to launch your default web browser. 
 

Add a browser to the Preview In menu 

1. Choose File > Save For Web. 

2. Click the down arrow in the Preview In menu, and choose Edit List. 

3. In the Browsers dialog box, click Find All. The dialog box displays all installed 
browsers. 

4. Select a browser, click Add, and then click OK. 
 

View estimated download time 

1. Open an image and choose File > Save For Web. 

2. Choose your optimization settings. 

3. Click the triangle to the upper right of the optimized image to view the Document 
Panel menu. 

4. Choose an Internet access speed, including modem, ISDN, cable, or DSL Internet 
access. 

5. When you change the Internet access speed, the estimated download time displayed 
under the optimized image is updated. If the download time seems too long, try 
different optimization settings, or change the image size in the Save For Web dialog 
box. 
 

Preview variations in color display 
When optimizing an image for the web, consider how the image will appear on different 
monitors. In general, an image appears darker in Windows systems than on Mac OS systems. 
You can simulate cross-platform display differences in the Save For Web dialog box. 

1. Open an image and choose File > Save For Web. 

2. Choose your optimization settings. 
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3. Click the triangle to the right of the optimized image to view the Document Panel 
menu. 

4. Choose a display option: 

Uncompensated Color - Shows the image with no color adjustment (the default 
option). 

Standard Windows Color - Adjusts the color to simulate a standard Windows 
monitor. 

Standard Macintosh Color - Adjusts the color to simulate a standard Macintosh® 
monitor. 

Use Document Color Profile - Shows image with its color profile, if one exists. 
  
Note: These preview options adjust color only in the Save For Web dialog box; they 
do not change colors in the original or optimized image. 
 

Preview an animation 
You can preview an animation in the Save For Web dialog box or in a web browser. The Save 
For Web dialog box shows the animation as still frames. You must preview the animation in a 
browser to view the frames in timed sequence. 

1. Set up an animated image and choose File > Save For Web. 

2. To preview an animation from the Save For Web dialog box, do one of the following: 

o To view the next frame in the animation, click the Next Frame button. 

o To view the previous frame in the animation, click the Previous Frame button. 

o To view the last frame in the animation, click the Last Frame button. 

o To view the first frame in the animation, click the First Frame button. 

3. To preview an animation in a web browser, do the following: 

o Choose a browser from the Preview In menu below the lower-right corner of 
the optimized image, or click the browser icon to launch your default web 
browser. 

o Use your browser’s Stop, Refresh, or Reload commands to stop or replay the 
animation. 

 


	Add a browser to the Preview In menu

